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loyalty and ordered Kripa to bring water and anoint him
as his commander-in-chief to carry on war even after his
death. Having done this and satisfied that he would be
revenged, Duryodhana, as the poet says, entered into
that obscurity which is the terror of all created beings.
The three left the battle-field at nightfall and rested
themselves under a large banian tree for the night.
Though his companions were soon asleep Ashwatthania
was awake and restless, revolving diverse schemes
of vengeance. He suddenly got up on seeing an owl
enter into the foliage of the tree and devour crows who,
blind at night, were resting there in fancied security.
He took a hint from the owl and awakening his com-
panions asked them to assist him in destroying the
Pandavas in sleep. He heeded not their argument that
the act was treacherous and dishonourable. Had not
the Pandavas done more treacherous deeds ? Had they
not deceived his father and killed him when unarmed?
He would go alone if they did not like to assist him.
Carried away by his enthusiasm they too followed him
as he went towards the Pandavas ' new camp.
The two warriors stood at the entrances of the new
camp with bows and arrows, while Ashwatthama, fear-
less and fearful, entered it clandestinely. He first entered
the tent occupied by Dhrishtadyumna and as he lay
asleep throttled him to death. He scarcely gave him
time to cry. He next killed Shikhandi, next the five
sons of the Pandavas. An uproar was raised, but
guards and warriors could not understand what was
going on. Ashwatthama killed men, elephants and
horses, and people began to run bewildered and unarmed.